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“They continue to serve in peace who served
so nobly in time of war”
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Commander’s Message
Hello fellow Legion Members,

	 I hope that the weather remains favorable 
to get those last minute projects done. We have 
been busy with a lot of odds and ends here at the 
club and I see a great future for our organization 
in the months to come. November 11th we will have 
our Veteran’s Day Dinner so be sure to stop on 
down and say hello. It seems that our Color Guard 
has been all over the map lately and I would like 
to thank all those who have participated in these 
various events. Thanks also goes out to all our 
volunteers, your dedication makes us go forward. 

	 God bless and remember our service men 
and women.

For God and Country,
Gabriel Wakonabo,
Commander Post 14
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LEGION OFFICERS August 2011 TO August 2012
Commander................... Gabe Wakonabo................. 308-4627
1st Vice Comm.............. Dan Vital......................701-746-8350
2nd Vice Comm............. Dean Schneider...........218-930-0788
Adjutant......................... Mike Liapis.......................... 586-2607
Finance Officer.............. John Liapis.......................... 444-4079
Historian........................ Bob Matheny....................... 335-2144
Chaplain........................ Chris Settle......................... 467-9229
Service Officer............... Ken Brandt.......................... 444-7660
Sergeant at Arms........... Robin Mattson..................... 556-3147
Past Commander........... Pat Hede............................. 333-3648
Club Manager................ Bill Rice............................... 444-3821
Gambling Manager........ Ron Peterson...................... 444-7602

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Ken Dunlap................................................................ 444-7712 
Leander Perterka....................................................... 751-1592
Tom VanBrunt............................................................ 751-4638
Deb McKay...............................................................................

HOUSE COMMITTEE
OPEN
OPEN

40 & 8 OFFICERS
Chef-de-Gare...................................................... Ron Peterson
Chef-de-Train...................................................... Bob Matheny
Correspondent........................................................ Ken Brandt
Commis Voyageur...................................................Jerry Bohn
Aumonier...........................................................Joseph Forbes
Conductor............................................................ Bob Matheny
Lampiste...........................................................Bruce Malterud
Guard-de-Laporte...................................................... Pat Hede

AUXILIARY OFFICERS & CHAIRPERSONS 2008-2009
President........................Stella Wakonabo................... 556-3971
First Vice President........Susan Burns.......................... 444-3298
Second Vice President...Martha Schmidt..................... 444-4455
Secretary........................Donna Wilson........................ 751-1818
Treasurer........................Darlene Wilson...................... 444-3950
Chaplain.........................Darlene Peterson.................. 751-3415
Historian.........................
Sergeant-at-Arms...........Cheryl Fredenburg............... 751-3013

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Ardell Nadesan, Edythe Christiansen, Kathy Ramos

CHAIRPERSONS
Americanism........................................................Kathy Ramos
Children & Youth.................................................Donna Wilson
Community Service..................................................................
Education.................................................... Sharon Thiemecke
Girls’ State.................................................................Kay Mack
Leadership................................................................................
Legislation..................................................... Stella Wakonabo
Membership........................................................Donna Wilson
National Security............................................Ardelle Nadesan
Poppies......................................................... Darlene Peterson
Public Relations....................................................Darlene Lind
Veteran’s Affairs/Rehab........................................Susan Burns 
Field Service.............................................................................  
Home Service.................................................... Judy Lonnderg
Sunshine................................................................Hilma Belair
Music....................................................................Bernice Dow
Parliamentarian.............................................. Beverly Aultman
Constitution & By-Laws.................................. Beverly Aultman
Past President’s Parley................................ Darlene Peterson
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CLUB REPORT  for  NOV/DEC
	

NOVEMBER
Fall is just about done with winter coming on short-

ly. This month we have Veteran’s Day on November 
11th, which is a Friday, be sure to come for dinner and 
also to celebrate all Veterans for their service to pro-
tect all of us. This dinner is at 5:30pm with a free will 
offering.

On November 26th, we will have the Scott Win-
ner show and dinner with proceeds going to Adult Day 
Services. The price of the show and dinner is only 
$20.00. Please stop and get your tickets and help sup-
port the Adult Day Services of Bemidji. Dinner will be 
at 6:30 with the show at 7:30.

We will be closed on November 24th for Thanks-
giving.

Don’t forget to stop and watch the Vikings play, 
enjoy the different drink specials and food.

I hope you all have a great Turkey day.

DECEMBER
Here we are back in the cold and early dark-

ness. We do have some things to warm us up this 
month.

On Dec. 3rd is the Pearl Harbor dinner at 6pm. 
Plan now to enjoy this yearly dinner for the V.F.W.

On Dec. 11th will be our annual Commander 
Tom & Jerrys, with hors d’oeuvres from 3-5pm. 
Plan to attend this event for members.

On Sunday, Dec. 18th will be the Kid’s Christ-
mas Party with Santa. This party will be from 
2-4pm. Bring the kids and grandkids for this annual 
event.

We will be closing at 5pm on Christmas Eve 
and closed on Christmas Day.

We will be having a New Year’s Eve Party start-
ing at 7pm with hors d’oeuvres and party favors at 
midnight. Plan to attend and bring in the new year 
at the Legion.

We will be open Jan. 1st with Bloody Marys, 
hors d’oeuvres and other drink specials.

Hope you have a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.

For God & County
Bill Rice

Become A Member of
the American
Legion Today.

Call for details.
444-3821
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Ladies Auxiliary...
Dear Ladies,
	 To those of you who have said, “yes” to a chair-
manship for our unit I would like to say thank you.  
Also, to all of you who helped out with the chili feed 
fundraiser, thanks.  Remember we are serving our vet-
erans.
We are having the Auxiliary’s birthday party and 
honoring our past presidents at our November meet-
ing, which is November 7th at 7:00.  If you have been 
an Auxiliary president at any level, please attend our 
meeting.
Just a reminder that November 19th from 9-3:00 is our 
craft sale and if you have any books, tapes or movies 
that others could use bring them to the next meeting. 
December is veterans affairs and rehabilitation month 
and our Christmas party.  These will be discussed at 
our November meeting. 

On Veterans Day be sure to thank a Veteran.

Sincerely,
Stella Wakonabo
Auxiliary President Unit #14

From the Adjutant...
What an amazing fall.  It is really hard to believe it 

is November and the weather has still permitted those 
of us that torture ourselves each year hitting the little 
white ball around were able to sneak in one more round 
Monday, October 31, and it appears as I finish this article 
Wednesday, November 2 would have been a great day also.

Veterans Day is November 11, so you all need to plan 
on attending the Veteran’s Day Dinner. Check the Post 
calendar in this issue for day and time.

Once again we are way ahead of schedule in renewing 
our Post memberships.  As of the end of October we are at 
380 members with a target of 510.  Talk it up let’s see if we 
can meet our goal by the 1st of the year.  We have a lot of 
room for new members so talk it up.

A quick reminder for those of you that have not taken 
the time to register with the VA. Stop in at the clinic and 
pick up the application forms.  It only takes a few minutes 
to fill out and return to the VA in Fargo. They also have the 
flu vaccine available. For those of you that are registered 
stop in and get the shot.  It only takes a few minutes. There 
is no cost to registered Vets.

Wishing everyone a great Veteran’s Day and thanks to 
all for your service. This will be the last Post newsletter 
for 2011. Hard to believe the year has already passed. 

We wish everyone a very Happy Thanksgiving and a 
very memorable Christmas.

Mike Liapis
Adjutant
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Check out our American Legion website: www.ralphgracie14.org

Email Contact List
Gabe Wakonabo… ……… wako1gab@live.bemidjistate.edu
Mike Liapis…………………………… msliapis@gmail.com
Pat Hede…………………………… prhede@paulbunyan.net
Dan Vital……………………………… vital@gra.midco.net
Ken Dunlap……………………… kdunlap@paulbunyan.net
Ken Brandt…………………………kbrandt@paulbunyan.net
Bill Rice… ……………………… boxauto@paulbunyan.net
Ron Peterson… …………………… pete42@paulbunyan.net
John Liapis…………………………… jonkarold@gmail.com
Robin Mattson……………………  robin.mattson@gmail.com
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